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Advocates, Autism Alliance of MetroWest

join forces in new affiliation

FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS, June 3, 2009 … Advocates, Inc., a leading Massachusetts human services provider headquartered in Framingham, has established an affiliation with the Natick-based Autism Alliance of MetroWest. Through the new relationship, the Autism Alliance will have direct access to Advocates’ infrastructure and administrative capabilities, according to William J. Taylor, Advocates president and CEO.

The affiliation will also provide Advocates with the resources and programs provided by the Autism Alliance for families with children diagnosed with autism/pervasive developmental disorders (PPD), Taylor added.

The Autism Alliance of MetroWest, Inc. began in 1993 as "The Family Voice," a small group of families with autistic children. In 1998, the families joined their efforts with Natick’s Morse Institute Library, which now provides a permanent home for the autism resource center; and the Autism Advisory Council, which plans programs and educational events to increase public awareness of autism-related disorders. In 2002, this united group became the Autism Alliance of MetroWest, Inc., a non-profit entity providing resources, programs and support to those living with autism. 

Autism Alliance of MetroWest membership has grown to over 850 families and 125 specialists in the field. Sponsors include the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism and the MetroWest Department of Mental Retardation/Department of Developmental Services (DMR/DDS).

Jeffrey A. Keilson, a member of the board of directors of the Autism Alliance, also serves as Advocates’ vice president for strategic planning and development.

Advocates, Inc., headquartered in Framingham, is among the 20 largest human service organizations in Massachusetts. With a staff of over 1000, Advocates is a leading provider of residential support services; outpatient mental health and

substance abuse services; intensive home-based intervention for individuals and families; job training and support; housing, benefits and legal services; and community justice programs. Advocates provides services at sites throughout Eastern and Central Massachusetts.

More information is available at www.AdvocatesInc.org.
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